INTRODUCTION
The algal flora of coastal Louisiana has been variously studied since the first reports of Featherman(1871 Featherman( ,1872 . Kapraun (1974) surveyed the marine benthic green, red, and brown algae found on jetty structures bordering Louisiana's marine passes. Vaucheria species were recorded by Pecora (1977, 1980) from coastal salt marsh habitats. Maples (1982) described an edaphic bluegreen algal community associated with a coastal salt panne in southwestern Louisiana. Checklists of marine planktonic diatoms in the nearshore waters of Louisiana are found in papers by Featherman (1871 Featherman ( ,1872 , Simmons and Thomas (1962) , Bamforth (1974) , Housley (1976) , Fucik and El-Sayed (1979) , and Maples (1983a) . Studies of marine benthic diatoms have been largely centered in the Mississippi delta region of Louisiana. Cook and Whipple (1982) described the spatial and temporal distribution of edaphic diatom communities along a complex gradient from brackish to saline marshland. Stowe (1982) investigated the distribution of epiphytic diatoms on the culms of Sportina alterniflora Loisel. Maples (1983b) reported on the taxonomy, diversity, and similarity of benthic diatom assemblages on the pneumatophores of the black mangrove Avicennia germinans (L.) L., in a Louisiana salt marsh. Kalinsky (1983) author were not included in Kalinsky's (1983) checklist. An up-to-date list of diatoms in Louisiana's coastal environments was thought to be needed. In light of the reports of Wood (1963) and Medlin (1983) for Texas, and Sullivan (1981) Hendey's (1974) 
